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Acton would attribute the rise and development of a philosophy of political liberty The Ltbdk de Ltte Imfrratorum tt Ponttficum, which fill two volumes of the Monumtnta Ger-marnae, are not often disturbed even by professed students of the Middle Ages Yet here is the first link in the long chain of liberal tradition which, passing through Guelph and Ghibellme alike,' connects the Hildebrandine controversy with the Long Parliament and St Thomas with Edmund IBurke' Nor was it merely in the matter of political theory that the Catholic system manifested its liberalizing influence The Church was the mother of institutions as well as the exciting cause of political speculation. Was not the oldest parliamentary system in the world based upon the framework of the Councils of Toledo ?
Such, in outline, is Lord Acton's view of the relation between Catholicity and liberty in the Middle Ages. He holds that the Church, while generally allied with the mediaeval monarchies and working through them, contributed to curb tyrannical caprice, to uphold the moral law, and to promote and support subordinate groups and associations within which individuals might freely develop their special aptitudes, and he further holds that without the separate agency of the Roman Church a liberal philosophy of the State would not have arisen. It is true that heresies were cruelly suppressed, and that gentle, cultivated, and pious souls approved the oppression and the cruelty. It is, however, Lord Acton's view that the persecution of the Catholic Church was never aggressive (were not the ' Dictatus Papae' aggiessive? were not the Ciusades aggressive?), nor founded upon the doctrine that a deviation from theological orthodoxy is punishable as such. If the Albigenses were exterminated it was not because their theology was unsound, but because they menaced the social order. It was left to the apostates of the sixteenth century to base the necessity of intolerance upon the simple ground of religious error.1
If this view is correct, then the Reformation, in its primal
1 These- views were expressed before the appearance of Mr. Lea's History of the Ittgmntum in 1887